ep 


ALONZO BELL 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 38 
Perry County 


In the matter of the Inquisition on the body of Alonzo Bell 
held at Pinckneyville, Illinois on the 14th day of February 1888 
before L. J. Farmer, Coroner of said county upon the view of the 
body of Alonzo Bell then and there lying dead upon the oaths of 
Wm. J, Magatagen, H. C. Wildy, T. H. Gosney, W. H. Sterling, J. R. 
Quillman, and J. W. Craig, good and lawful men of said county, who 
being duly sworn to inquire on the part of the people of the State 
of Illinois into all the circumstances attending the death of the 
said Alonzo Bell do say upon our oath as aforesaid..o.. 

AFTER HEREING THE FOLLOWING TESTEMONY....+6 

Thomas Penwarden being sworn says age forty-five residence 
Pinckneyville Ill am Sheriff of Perry County Ill. The name of 
deceased Bell Talley is an assumed name. Deceased was present in 
the county jail on a charge of Rape. Last night had no fears of 
any mobing. Locked the prisoner up about 9:00 o'clock PM. Every= 
thing being quite and orderly about the jail, and also about town. 
First intimation we had of any danger was about two o'clock AM. 
That was by parties raping at the door of the residence adjoining 
the jail. Mr. King, the jailer, went to the door to see what was 
wanted. He opened the doore and suspicion that there was a mob 
he shut the door on them. They remarked that they wanted the 
Negro. Mr. King then came upstairs to my room and told what 
he saw on the porch and what he expected would be the demand. 

I got up and went to the window up stairs and spoke to the 


crowed below and asked them what they wanted. Said they wanted 
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the Negro. I argued them as to the responsibility they were 
assuming and advised them to go away and let the law take its 
course. They replied that the law was to_ slow. They would not 
get justice that way. I still reasoned with them to let the law 
take its course. They had other interests at stake and tried to 
show them that it might cause them trouble in the future, during 
that time I was trying to find what force they had...it being 
clear I could not tell the number. I did find out that they were 
well organized and had the house and jail surrounded and were armed 
and disquised. At about three AM they became impatient at my 
dalling with them and wanted in and began to show their tools to 
break in with. They made demonstrations to get in by pounding on 
the door. I told them there were other prisoners in the jail. 
They said if I did not let them in they would break in and take 
the prisoners and also another one (one John Eaton). During this 
time I came down stairs and still argued with them. Then they 
cursed the jailer and myself with revolvers and guns remarking 
would I give up the negro or compel them to break in. They were 
now in the hall. I gave them the keys. They now said nobody 
would be hurt but the negro. The leader then gave the orders to 
a few to go in and the others to keep back. They then went in 
the jail and took the deceased out and hung him to a tree just 
North of the late residence of E. B. Rushings about one hundred 
feet from the jail. The mob then quietly disbursed. I did not 
reconize any of the mob. I found they had ______ (not legible). 
They had the advantage of me ana that I was overpowered so 1 sub- 


mitted. /s/ Tho. Penwarden 
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Jeff F. King being sworn says....The statement of Thos.Pen 
wardens in the above case is substantley tru_ same as he could 
testify to. 

/s/ Jeff F. King 

H. P, Huntsinger on oath says residence Pinckneyville, Ill. 
Occupation Physician. I was called to examine the deceased whose 
name was said to __ A Bell ana after careful examination finding 
no other markes of violence nor a@islocating of neck I give it as 
my opinion that the Deceased came to his death by strangulation. 

/s/ H. P. Huntsinger M. D. 


— 


VERDICT OF JURY 
That the said Alonzo Bell came to his death by being taken 

from the Jail in Pinckneyville Perry County Illinois about three 
o'clock A.M. of the night of the 14th day of February 1888 and 
being hung by the neck untill he was dead. Said deed being done 
by some party or parties to us unknown. 

(J. W. Craig 

(H. C. Wildy 

(L. H. Gosney 

Jury (W. J. Magatagen 


(W. H. Sterlin 
(J. R. Quillman 
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BELL, Alonzo 
Perry County, Illinois, Death Record Book No. 1, page 109..... 
BELL, Alonzo Aged 35 years Black "Hung by Parties Unknown" 
Feb. 14th, 1888. Buried Pinckneyville 
*Burial of this man evidently took place in Northwest corner of 


IOOF Cemetery here as this is where people of color and paupers 
were interred at that time. EES 





Mr. A. W. (Steve) McCants of Pinckneyville told me about the 
incident regarding Alonzo Bell some years ago. He said that he 
was a small boy and naturally everyone was very excited about this. 

He and Mr. George Schraeder went to the Court House to look at 
Bell who was “laid out" in the room now occupied by the Supt. of 
Highways in the NW corner of the fuilding on the first floor. 

The sight almost frightened two little boys out of their wits 
and they said they had never seen anything so black, or the tongue 
hanging out of the open mouth so long. It was something he couldn't 


forget even after seventy years had gone by. EES 





The "Hanging tree” was on the lot now occupied by the Pinckney- 
ville Community Hospital. EES 





PP 1, 2, & 3, copied from CORONER'S RECORD BOOK "J" pp 184-187, 
Perry County Court House, Pinckneyville, Tllinois. Office of the 
County Clerk. 

I tried to put this down exactly as to spelling, etc. yet I 
notice that I failed to capitalize the word Deceased as the scribe 


did in the original account. It amuses me that they allowed him bees 





Notes of and copied by 
Elizabeth Eiker Spurgeon 
710 Taffee,Pinckneyville,I1. Year 1966 
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DU QUOIN EVENING CALL notes from 100 Years Ago Apr 4 1886. 
p/4A Monday Apr 4th, 1988. 


House martins have come back to help us welcome spring.... 
The farmers in 01d DuQuoin are all in a rush, sowing their oats..... 
Last Thursday in Ebenezer the prairie rooster was heard cooing. 
If hunters would let them alone we might see these beautiful birds 
on our prairie again...It seems that every person that can find a 
puddle of water is trying to catch a fish...There are seven kinds 
of Presbyterians. We would like to see all unite in one ehurch 
name...0ur coroner was wired to go to Pinckneyville to hold an 
inquest on the Negro who was hung by lynch, Tuesday last. 

*The dates do not reconcile but the records do not show any 


such incident other than this. EES 





"Sheriff at time of lynching was Thos.Penwarden. In May 1908 


he was arrested for wife abandonment. See Cr. Case #1577. EES 





Copied by Elizabeth Eiker Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St., 
Pinckneyville, I1 62274. 
Apr. 5th, 1988. 
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ALONZO BELL 





STATE OF aaa 
Perry County 


In the matter of the Inquisition on the body of Alonzo Bell 
held at Pinckneyville, Illinois on the 14th day of February 1888 
before L. J. Farmer, Coroner of said county upon the view of the 
body of Alonzo Bell then and there lying dead upon the oaths of 
Wm. J. Magatagen, H. C. Wildy, T. H. Gosney, W. H. Sterling, J. R. 
Quillman, and J. W. Craig, good and lawful men of said county, who 
being) duly sworn to inquire on the part of the people of the State 
of Illinois into all the circumstances attending the death of the 
said Iaeaxe Bell do say upon our oath as aforesaid.... 

AFTER HEREING THE FOLLOWING THESTEMONY...... 

Thomas Penwardely being sworn says age forty-five residence 
Pinckneyville T11 am Sheriff of Perry County Ill. The name of 
deceased Bell Talley is an assumed name. Deceased was present in 
the county jail on a charge of Rape. Last night had no fears of 
any mobing. Locked the prisoner up about 9:00 o'clock PM. Every- 
thing| being quite and orderly about the jail, and also about town. 
First|/ intimation we had of any danger was about two o'clock AM. 
That was by parties raping at the door of the residence adjoining 
the jail. Mr. King, the jailer, went to the door to see what was 
wanted. He opened the doore and suspicion that there was a mob 
he shut the door on them. They remarked that they wanted the 
Negro, Mr. King then came upstairs to my room and told me what 


he saw on the porch and what he expected would be the demand. 
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I got up and went to the window up stairs and spoke to the 
crowed below and asked them what they wanted. Said they wanted 
the Negro. I argued them as to the responsibility they were 
assuming and advised them to go away and let the law take its 
course. They replied that the law was to slow. They would not 
get justice that way. I still reasoned with them to let the law. 
take its course. They had other interests at stake and tried to 
show them that it might cause them trouble in the future,during 
that time I was trying to find what force they had...it being 
Clear |I could not tell the number. I did find out that they were 
well orgnized and had the house and jail surrounded and were armed 
and disguised. At about three AM they became impatient at my 
dalling with them and wanted in and began to show their tools to 
break |in with. They made demonstrations to get in by pounding on 
the dgor. I told them there were other prisoners in the jail. 
They gaid if I did not let them in they would break in and take 
the prisoners and also another one (one John Eaton). During this 
time J} came down stairs and still argued with them, Then they 
cursed the jailer and myself with revolvers and guns remarking 
would|I give up the negro or compel them to break in. They were 


now in the hall. I gave them the keys. They now said nobody 





would|/be hurt but the negro. The leader then gave the orders to 
a few|ito go in and the others to keep back. They then went in 
the jail and took the deceased out and hung him to a tree just 
North|of the late residence of c. B. Rushings about one hundred 
feet from the jail. The mob then quietly disbursed. I did not | 
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reconize any of the mob. I found they had 





They had the advantage of me and that I was overpowered so I sub 


mitted. 
| /s/ Tho. Penwarden 


Jett F. King being sworn says....fhe statement of Thos. Pen- 


wardens in the above case is substantley tru_same as he could 
y to. 
/s/ Jeff F. King 


P. Huntsinger on oath says residence Pinckneyville, Ill. 


/s/ H. P. Huntsinger M. D. 





VERDICT OF JURY 


t the said Alonzo Bell came to his death by being taken 


k A.M. of the night of the 14th day of February 1888 and 


e party or parties to us unknown 


(J. W. Craig 

(H. ©. Wildy 

(L. H. Gosney 
vary (W. J, Magatagen 

W. H. Sterlin 

J. R. Quiliman 





(not légible) 


as said to __ A Bell and after a careful examination find- 


he Jail in Pinckneyville Perry County Illinois about three 


hung by the neck untill he was dead. Said decd being done 





tion Physician. I was called to examine the deceased whose 


other markes of violence nor dislocating of neck I give it 


opinion that the Deceased came to his death by strangulation. 
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BELL, Alonzo 





County, Illinois, Death Record Book No. 1, page 109.... 
Alonzo Aged 35 years Black “Hung by Parties Unknown" 
Feb. 14th, 1888. Buried Pinckneyville. 

1 of this man evidently tock place in Northwest corer 


Cemetery here as this is where people of color and also 
is were interred at that time. Ss 


eceeding account was copied from CORONER'S RECORD BOOK 
ges 184-187, Perry County Court House, Pinekneyville,I11. 


to put it down exactly as to spelling, ete. yet I notice 
failed to capitalize the word Deceased as the scribe did 
original account. It amuses me that they allowed him this. 





|W. MeCants of Pinckneyville told me about the incident 
ing Alonzo Bell some years ago. He said that he was a 
boy and naturally everyone was very excited about this. 


Mr. George Schraeder went to the Court House to look at 
ho was “laid out" in the room now occupéed by the Supt. 
ways in the NW corner of the building on the first floor. 


ight almost frightened two little boys out of their wits 
ey said they had never seen anything so black, or the 
hanging out of the open mouth so long. It was somkthing 
ldn't forget even after seventy years had gone by. 





ang ba tree* was on the lot now occupied by the hospital. 
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DU QUOIN EVENING CALL notes from 100 Years Ago Apr 4 1888. 


The 


if 
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Coph 


p/4A Monday Apr. 4th, 1988. 


House martins have come back to help us welcome spring... 
farmers in 01d DuQuoin are all in a rush, sowing their oats.... 
Thursday in Ebenezer the prairie rooster was heard cooing. 
lunters would let them alone we might see these beautiful birds 


ur prairie again...It seems that every person that can find a 


le of water is trying to catch a fish... <Theresare Sevenikinas 





ed by Elizabeth Biker Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St.,Pinckneyville, 11 62274 


Apr. 5th, 1988 
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CORONER'S RECORD BOOK "J" page 184 - PERRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


STATH OF ILLINOIS) 4 ia 

Gann of Perry )88 In the matter of the Inquisition on the body 
L. of ALONZO BELL held at Pinckneyville, Illinois, 

on the 14th day of Feb 1888 before L. J. Farmer Coroner of said 

county upon the view of the body of ALONZO BELL then and there 

lying dead upon the oaths of Wm. J. Magatagan, H. C. Wildy, LE. H. 

Gosney, W. H. Sterling, J. R. Quillman, & J. W. Crai@, good and 

lawful men of said county who being duly sworn to inquire on the 

part jof the people of the state of Illinois into all the circumst- 

ances attending the death of the said ALONZO BELL do say upon 

our oath as aforesaid... 

(AFT HEREING THE FOLLOWING TESTEMONY ) 


Thos.| Penwarden being sworn says age 45 residence Pinckneyville, 
I1l. |Am Sheriff of Perry County,I11. The name of deceased Bell 
Talley (?) is an assumed name. Deceased was present in the county 
jail jon a charge of Rape last night had no fears of any mobing. 
Locked the prisoner up about 9:00 o'clock P.M. Everything being 
quiet and orderly about the jail and also about town. First int- 
imatilon we had of any danger was about 2 o'clock A.M. That was by 
partiles raping at the door of the residence adjoining the jail. 
Mr. King, the jailer, went to the door to see what was wanted. He 
opened ‘the door and suspicious that was a mob he shut the door on 
them. They remarked that they wanted the negro. Mr. King then 
came jupstairs to my room and told me what he saw on the porch and 
what jhe expected would be the demand. I got up and went to the 
window up stairs and spoke to the crowd below and asked them what 
they |wanted. Said they wanted the negro. I argued them as to the 
responsibility they were assuming and advised them to go away and 
let the law take its course. They replied that the law was too 
slow.| They would not get justice that way. I still reasoned with 
them |to let the law take its course. They had other interests at 
stake and tried to show them that it might cause them trouble in 
the future. During that time I was trying to find what force they 
had it being clear I could not tell the number. I did find out that 
they |were well argnized and had the house and jail surrounded and 
armed and disquised. At about 3 AM they became impatient at my 
dalling with them and wanted in and began to show their tools to 
break in with. They made demonstrations to get in by pounding on 
the door. I told them there were other prisoners in the jail. 
They |said if I did not let them in they would break in and take 
the prisoners and also another one (John Eaton). During this time 
I came down stairs and still argued with them. Then they cursed 
the jailer & myself with revolvers and guns remarking would I give 
up the negro or compel them to break in. They were now in the hall. 
I gave them the keys they now said nobody would be hurt but the 
negro. The leader then gave the orders to a few to go in and the 
others to keep back. They then went in the jail and took the dec- 
eased out and hung him to a tree just North of the late residence 
of C, B. Rushings about one hundred feet from the jail. The mob 
then |quietly disbursed. I did not recognize any of the mob. I 

found they had the advantage of me and that I was overpowered, 

so I |submitted. 





Signed_ Tho Penwarden 
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Alonzo Bell Inquest-cont. 


Jeff F. King being sworn says...The statement of Thos.Penwardens 
in the above case is substantley true same as could testify to. 


Signed Jeff F. King 


H. P.|Huntsinger on oath says residence Pinckneyville,Ill. 
Occupation physician. I was called to examine the dec whose name 
was said to be A Bell and after a careful examination finding no 


other] markes of violence nor dislocating of neck I give it as my 
opinion that the deceased came to his death by strangulation. 


Signed H. P. Huntsinger M.D. 


VERDICT OF JURY 


That the said Alonzo Bell came to his death by being taken from 
the Jail in Pinckneyville Perry County Illinois about 3 o'clock 
A.M. of the night of the 14th day of February 1888 and being hung 
by the neck untill he was dead. Said deed being done by some 
party] or parties to us unknown... 


J. W. Craig 

H. C. Wildy 

L. H. Gosney 
Jury W. J. Magatagen 

W. W. Sterlin_ 
J. R. Quillman 


End page 187. 





Death Record Book #1, page 109, Perry County Clerk's office, 
Pinckneyville, I11....BELL, ALONZO aged 35yrs Black 
"Hung by Parties Unknown" Feb 14 1888 
Buried at Pinckneyville(Undoubtedly in 
Potter's Field in NW Corner of IOOF Cem.) 
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Mr. A. W. McCants told me about this some years ago when I was 
working for him. He said that he was just a little boy and nat- 
urally everyone was very excited about this. George Schraeder 

and he both went in to the Court House and looked at him where 

he was laid out in the room now used by the Supt. of Highways in 
the NW corner of the building downstairs. He remarked that he had 
never seen anything so black or the tongue hanging out of the open 
mouth so long. It was something he couldn't forget even after 
seventy years had gone by. 
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Copied by Elizabeth E. Spurgeon, 710 Taffee St.,Pinckneyville,Tlli. 
from original records in the Court House. About 1966 
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DU QUOIN EVENING CALL notes from 100 Years Ago Apr 4 1888. 
p/4A Monday Apr. 4th, 1988. 


House martins have come back to help us welcome spring... 

The farmers in 01d DuQuoin are all ina rush, sowing their oats.... 
Last Thursday in Ebenezer the prairie rooster was heard cooing. 

If hunters would let them alone we might see these beautiful birds 
On our prairie again...It seems that every person that can find a 
puddle of water is trying to catch a fish....There are seven kinds 
of Presbyterians. We would like to see all unite in one church 
namee....Jur coroner was wired to go to Pinckneyville to hold an 


inquest on the Negrowwho was hung by lynch, Tuesday last. 


Copied by Elizabeth Eiker Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St.,Pinckneyville, Il 62274 
Apr. 5th, 1988 
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